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Oral Statement to the CEDAW Committee: Mauritania
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. Thank you, Madam Chair.

. | read this statement on behalf of Voix des Femmes, and Musawah, a global
movement working for equality and justice in Muslim family laws.

. Despite the guarantee of equality in Article 1 of the Constitution of
Mauritania, we assert that the Mauritanian family laws remain
fundamentally patriarchal, and the implementation of favourable policies
for women remains a challenge.

. The marital legal framework is still based on ‘complementary’ instead of ‘equal’
rights among spouses. Women cannot get married without the consent of their
guardian, and child marriage continues to be an issue. Discriminatory provisions
still exist regarding custody and guardianship of children, divorce provisions, as
well as a woman’s right to confer citizenship to her spouse and children.
Polygamy is still legal and practised in the country.

. We are concerned that the Mauritanian parliament failed to pass the draft law on
Violence against Women in 2016, seemingly because it is in conflict with ‘Islamic
law/Shariah’. A similar justification is provided for Mauritania’s reservation on
Article 16 of CEDAW as well.

. We reiterate that there are juristic tools and concepts that exist within Muslim
legal theory that can be used to reform discriminatory Muslim laws. Shari’ah
must not be confused with figh or jurisprudence, which is the human
interpretation of Shari’ah, and hence, changeable.

. We recommend the CEDAW Committee to urge Mauritania:

a. To urgently pass the draft law on Violence against Women proposed in
2016.

b. To ensure the implementation of all policies, plans and programs mentioned
by Mauritania in their report, including the National Action Plan to Combat
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Violence against Women and Girls 2014-2018, and the National Plan to
Combat Marital Violence 2017.

c. To review and reform all discriminatory provisions in the Personal Status
Code and other relevant laws.

d. To withdraw its reservation to Article 16 of CEDAW and make efforts to
comply with all its international human rights obligations.

8. We thank you for the opportunity, Madam Chair.



