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1. Ebrahim Moosa, Mirza Family Chair of Islamic Thought and Muslim Societies, University of Notre Dame

“Teeming with provocative and restorative ideas, this book reframes the practice of marriage as it is lived in all its complexities. Drawing on tradition and experience, marriage now becomes a wholesome way of self-fulfillment as expressed by these courageous authors. It is a very timely intervention and much needed. A must-read.”

2. Muhammad Khalid Masud, former Chairman, Council of Islamic Ideology, Pakistan, and former Academic Director, International Institute for the Study of Islam in the Modern World, Leiden University

“Justice and Beauty in Muslim Marriage addresses the ethical emptiness and lack of poetic sensibility in the patriarchal discourse on women’s rights. Exploring Islamic perspectives on gender justice, the book grew from a knowledge-building Musawah project to provide a conceptual and methodological framework for an egalitarian interpretation of Islamic legal tradition that is informed by a patriarchal concept of family and a legal construct of marriage based on the norms of a sale contract. The twelve chapters in the book offer an alternate analytical understanding of Muslim marriage in the Qur’an, Sunna, legal theory and social practice. These studies underscore the efficacy of building new knowledge from within the Islamic tradition, and the significance of the dynamic diversity of the legal tradition ignored by the fundamentalist and unifying reformist approaches. They stress the immense relevance of lived realities in revisiting the legal tradition, and ethical, rational and effective reconstruction of theory and judicial institutions. The findings of the book, that Muslim marriage laws and normativity are not in line with contemporary understanding of justice, promise a hermeneutic shift towards egalitarian legislation and pluralist normativity. I applaud Ziba Mir-Hosseini, Mulki Al-Sharmani, Jana Rumminger and Sarah Marsso for producing this empowering source book in the field of gender justice.”

3. Juliane Hammer, Associate Professor, Department of Religious Studies, UNC Chapel Hill

“This exciting collection of essays by an impressive array of experts takes Musawah’s mission from the critique of injustice and patriarchy in Muslim marriages and family laws to the building of a vision that yearns and works for divinely inspired justice and beauty in Muslim families and communities. The book is bold, radical, and groundbreaking. It will be an indispensable tool for Muslim activists the world over.”

4. Publishers Weekly (link)

“These thoughtful essays compiled by Islam studies scholars Mir-Hosseini (Journeys Toward Gender Equality in Islam), Al-Sharmani (Gender Justice and Legal Reform in Egypt), Rumminger, and Marsso offer a feminist take on Muslim marriage. Dispatches on the Quran, Mohammad’s views, and Muslim legal theory contend that many modern understandings of Islamic law do not reflect the lived realities of contemporary Muslims, especially Muslim women. The contributions challenge patriarchal discourse by outlining perspectives on Muslim marriage rooted in “equality, beauty, and goodness,” as when Shadaab Rahemtulla and Sara Ababneh suggest in “Reclaiming Khadīja and Muhammad’s Marriage as an Islamic Paradigm” that Mohammad was the weaker partner in his marriage to Khadīja, illustrating that husbands need not dominate their wives. The diversity of the selections lead to sometimes contradictory recommendations that are nonetheless thought-provoking; for example, Yasmin Amin recommends rejecting hadith that place unfair responsibilities on women, though elsewhere, Faqihuddin Abdul Kodir accepts the validity of such hadith but counters that they must be interpreted in a way that affirms the equality of men and women. The contributions are consistently insightful and stimulating, adding up to a provocative vision of what a more progressive approach to Muslim marriage might look like. This will leave readers with plenty to ponder.”
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