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Your Excellencies,

) Equality Now

A just world for women and girls.

President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, Maldives
President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita, Mali

President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz, Mauritania
King Mohammed VI, Morocco

President Mahamadou Issoufou, Niger

President Muhammadu Buhari, Nigeria

Sultan Qaboos Bin Said Al Said, Oman

Prime Minister Imran Khan, Pakistan

President Dr. Arif Alvi, Pakistan

Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Qatar
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Saudi Arabia
President Macky Sall, Senegal

PresidentJulius Maada Bio, Sierra Leone

President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed, Somalia
President Mahmoud Abbas, State of Palestine
President Omar al-Bashir, Sudan

President Emomali Rahmon, Tajikistan

President Adama Barrow, The Gambia

President Mohamed Beji Caid Essebsi, Tunisia
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Turkey

President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow, Turkmenistan
President H. H. Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
United Arab Emirates

Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, United Arab Emirates

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, Uzbekistan

Secretary General of Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation, H.E. Dr. Yousef bin Ahmad Al-Othaimeen
Secretary General of the League of Arab States, H.E.
Ahmed Aboul Gheit

On behalf of the undersigned, women’s rights and human rights organizations and activists from the Muslim

world, we have the honor to transmit to you this letter.

All of the organizations endorsing this letter are committed to the protection and promotion of women’s rights in
the Muslim world and are very concerned over the crackdown on women’s rights activists in some countries. We request
thatyou, as leaders of Muslim-majority countries, raise your voice to support equality for women, recognize the critical



role that women'’s rights defenders play in this regard, and condemn the imprisonment and torture of women human
rights defenders.

The repression and persecution of civil society organizations and activists, including a crackdown on their funding,
is a worrying trend in many countries. In particular, we are concerned about the treatment of Iranian women’s rights
activists, including Nasrin Sotoudeh, an internationally renowned lawyer and activist, who has been reportedly recently
sentenced to 38 years in prison and 148 lashes, and Narges Mohammadi, sentenced in 2016 to 16 years in prison. Similarly,
we are alarmed by the arrests and arbitrary detentions for over 300 days of Saudi women'’s rights activists, including
Loujain Al-Hathloul, Hatoon Al-Fassi, Aziza Al-Yousef, Eman Al-Nafjan, Nouf Abdelaziz, Samar Badawi, Nassima
Al-Sadah, Amal Al-Harbi, and Shadan Al-Anezi, who stood up for the rights of Saudi women. These activists in Iran and
Saudi Arabia have been accused of being a threat to national security. In fact, the opposite is true as it is well documented
that the level of gender equality in a country correlates with the level of security — the more gender equal a society, the less
conflictit breeds!

We are disheartened that almost all Muslim majority countries have scored very high on the Gender Inequality
Index in the UNDP Human Development Reports and, indeed, several are the lowest ranked countries in the world. We
are also concerned that, according to the World Bank’s Women, Business and the Law report, countries of the MENA
region, primarily Muslim countries, have the lowest global average scores for gender equality. In fact, Saudi Arabia has the
lowest score in the world and Iran has the fourth lowest score.

We urge you, as leaders of Muslim countries, to recognize the message of equality thatisinherentin Islam and
thatis guaranteed in many of our constitutions, and acknowledge the role of gender equality in bringing about peace and
security. We need your political will and leadership to make equality a reality for Muslim women and all women who live
in Muslim contexts so that they can contribute fully and freely to the development of their societies. A firststep in this
direction is support for women’s rights activists and organizations, so that they are free to organize, startimportant
conversations, and work for justice and equality for women. We urge you to stand in unity against the persecution of
women who raise their voices for equality and join us in calling for the immediate and unconditional release of the
women’s rights activists named above by Iran and Saudi Arabia.

Please contact us via Zainah Anwar (zainah@musawah.org) and Yasmeen Hassan (yhassan@equalitynow.org). We would
welcome a dialogue with you.
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10. Center for Egyptian Women's Legal Assistance 23. Muslim Women's Forum, India
(CEWLA), Egypt 24. CecepJaya Karama, Indonesia
11. Magda Adly, Egypt 25. Fahmina, Indonesia
12. Karama, Egypt 26. Imam Nahe'i, Indonesia
13. New Women Foundation, Egypt 27. Indonesian Legal Aid Association for Women (LBH
14. Women's Center for Guidance and Legal APIK), Indonesia
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KH Husein Muhammad, Indonesia

Koalisi Perempuan Indonesia, Indonesia
LBH APIKJakarta, Indonesia

Lies Marcoes, Indonesia

Rumah Kita Bersama Foundation, Indonesia
National Commission on Violence against
Women, Indonesia

Pergerakan Sarinah, Indonesia
Perhimpunan Rahima, Indonesia

Professor Azyumardi Azra, CBE, Indonesia

Prof. Dr. KH. Nasaruddin Umar, MA, Grand Imam,

Istiglal National Mosque, Indonesia
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Iragi Al-Amal Association, Iraq

Women Empowerment Organization, Iraq
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Iragi Women League, Iraq

Altufula Center-Nazareth, Israel

Arab Women Organisation, Jordan
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Jordan

Bishkek Feminist Initiatives, Kyrgyzstan
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79. AGHS Legal Aid Cell, Pakistan
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88. Manizeh Bano, Pakistan
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90. Sabhil, Pakistan
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97. Altufula Center, Palestine

98. Filastiniyat, Palestine

99. QADER for Community Development, Palestine

100.Women Against Violence, Palestine

101. Women Centre for Legal Aid and Counseling,
Palestine
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117. Dr. Ziba Mir-Hosseini, United Kingdom/Iran
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